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1
Adoption of the Agenda

The agenda was adopted.
2
Evaluation of the effectiveness of the Energy Star Programme in the EU: presentation of preliminary results
A presentation of the preliminary results of the office equipment market survey was given. The survey aims at establishing the market penetration of energy efficient office equipment in the EU, the impact of the EU Energy Star Programme on energy savings, and the accuracy of the data in the EU Energy Star database. The Chairman clarified that the results of the survey will feed into the report evaluating the EU Energy Star Programme to be submitted to the European Parliament and the Council by the Commission in the 3rd Q of 2010.
It should be clarified if the survey includes data only on models or also on sales. The results of the survey should be cross-checked with analogous work performed in the U.S. (Digital Europe). It was clarified that the aim of the survey is to provide data on the percentages of models registered, but data on sales are also gathered in order to establish the overall impact of the Programme. The sales data are gathered directly from vendors. The Chairman invited the industry to provide relevant data to the consultant that could improve the quality and accuracy of the report.
It was noted that a separate chapter of the report could analyse the estimated impact of public procurement provisions stemming from Regulation N°106/2008.

The Commission will circulate to the members of the Board the available quarterly reports.
3
EPA's Enhanced Testing and Verification Programme: overview and possible impact on the Agreement between the US and EU on the coordination of energy efficiency labelling programmes for office equipment
Commission staff presented an outline of the EPA plans on enhanced testing and verification of Energy Star products. The EPA expects partner countries/entities to introduce similar procedures or let the EPA run the qualification/registration of products. The Chairman underlined that to his knowledge there is no available assessment of the likely impact of these changes on the functioning of the Programme. This impact could be considerable in terms of cost for participants (especially SMEs with smaller sales volumes) and in terms of the level of participation, putting at risk the effectiveness of the Programme.

Although it is absolutely legitimate to take precaution so as to minimize risks of non compliance, the changes proposed by the EPA seem disproportionate to the potential risks in the sector of office equipment. AT highlighted that the access to placing of products on the EU market is based on self-declaration by manufacturers; requiring third party verification for a voluntary label, as for the EU Ecolabel has already shown its limitations. NL agrees but indicates that in general market surveillance needs to be strengthened. The Chairman indicated that the Commission will propose launching an action under the IEE Programme aimed at assisting Member States to carry out ex-post compliance testing; this may prove much more cost-effective than ex-ante third-party verification.
Third-party verification is not required by the Procurement Directive. Furthermore the system that is being set-up by the EPA is not in line with the standards set by the International Accreditation Forum (Digital Europe). 
Digital Europe expresses concerns that it would be impossible to meet several provisions of the new system, especially given the short timeline for their implementation.
IT, DK, AT, NL consider that introducing similar changes to the EU Energy Star Programme would be disproportionate and would have a negative impact on the Programme and on access for SMEs.   
4
Possible continuation of the EU Energy Star Programme:  presentation of options and discussion
The Chairman indicated that for reasons expressed under agenda point 3 the introduction of similar changes as in the US to the EU Energy Star Programme puts the renewal of the Agreement in question. The preferred option would be to continue the US-EU Agreement for office equipment on the current basis. The alternative would be not to renew the Agreement and replace it with alternative instruments, such as the Energy Label, the Ecolabel and/or minimum efficiency requirements under the Ecodesign Directive.

The members of the EUESB agreed on the following:

· The US-EU Energy Star Agreement has a great value and should be renewed if can be maintained under the current model.

· The EU side considers that the risk of non-compliance in the sector covered by the Agreement (office equipment) is very low; spot checks on compliance of qualified products should minimise costs to manufacturers and public authorities and suffice to protect the credibility of the Logo.

· This position will be reflected in the mandate for the negotiation of a new Agreement with the US.
· The report evaluating the functioning of the Energy Star Programme in the EU will compare (and, where possible quantify) the impact of all options discussed at the meeting.

· In the meantime the Commission will ask the U.S. partner to suspend the introduction of new verification and testing for office equipment until the issue is discussed and to leave a chance for a renewal of the Agreement.

· The Commission will engage asap with the U.S. partner on the above.

5
State of play of the development of new technical specifications for servers, data centre storage, uninterruptible power supplies and small network equipment

The state of play for developing new technical specifications for all product groups was presented. 
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